PATENT APPLICATION 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of Docket No: Q77045 

Ryuichi KATAYAMA 
Appln. No.: Unknown 

Confirmation No.: Unknown Group Art Unit: Unknown 

Filed: November 5, 2003 Examiner: Unknown 

For: OPTICAL HEAD UNIT AND OPTICAL INFORMATION WRITING/READING 
DEVICE 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. SS 1.97 and 1.98 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, Applicant hereby 
notifies the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which are listed on the attached 
PTO/SB/08 A & B (modified) form and/or listed herein and which the Examiner may deem 
material to patentability of the claims of the above-identified application. 

One copy of each of the listed documents is submitted herewith. 

1 . Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 2000-242943, published September 8, 
2000. 

2. K. Yamamoto et al., "0.8-Numerical-Aperture Two-Element Objective Lens for the 
Optical Disk", Jpn. J. Appl. Phys. Vol. 36, Part 1, No. IB, (January 1997), pp. 456- 
459. 
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3. M. Itonaga et al., "NA=0.85 Single Objective Lens for a High Density Optical Disk 
System", We-C-03, Technical Digest, (October 16-19, 2001), pp. 26-27. 

4. K. Maruyama et al., "Background of Conception of DVD/CD Compatible Diffractive 
Lens", TA02, (November 15-17, 2000), pp. 93-96. 

5. R. Katayama et al., "Land/Groove Signal and Differential Push-Pull Signal Detection 
for Optical Disks by an Improved 3-Beam Method", Jpn. J. Appl. Phys., Vol. 38, Part 
1, No. 3B, (March 1999), pp. 1761-1767. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: (1) No later than three 
months from the application's filing date; (2) Before the mailing date of the first Office Action 
on the merits (whichever is later); or (3) Before the mailing date of the first Office Action after 
filing a request for continued examination (RCE) under §1.1 14, and therefore, no Statement 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) is required. 

In compliance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3) for 
foreign language documents, Applicant states that above reference 1 is discussed within the 
specification beginning at page 3, line 5. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicant does not 
waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 
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The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. A duplicate copy of this paper is attached. 




Respectfully submitted. 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 



WASHINGTON OFFICE 



23373 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 



Date: November 5, 2003 
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K. YAMAMOTO et al., "0.8-Numerical-Aperture Two-Element Objective Lens for the Optical Disk", Jpn. 
J. Appl. Phys. Vol. 36, Part 1, No. IB, (January 1997), pp. 456-459. 








M. Itonaga et al., "NA=0.85 Single Objective Lens for a High Density Optical Disk System", We-C-03, 
Technical Digest, (October 16-19, 2001). 








K. Maruyama et al, "Background of Conception of DVD/CD Compatible Diffractive Lens", TA02, 
November 15-17, 2000, pp. 93-96. 








R. KATAYAMA et. al., "Land/Groove Signal and Differential Push-Pull Signal Detection for Optical 
Disks by an Improved 3-Beam Method", Jpn. J. Appl. Phys., Vol. 38, Part 1, No. 3B, (March 1999), pp. 
1761-1767. 
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